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Next Steps with the Bible 
Going Deeper and Growing Stronger 

Week 4: Understanding Basic Steps of Bible Study  
 





 
                   Understanding the Basic Steps 
                   of Bible Study 
 1. Review of Week 3  

§  Reading the Bible contextually rather than 
haphazardly . . .  

§  The Bible is full of itself!  

§ What part(s) of the Bible is Jude interested in?  

§  Does Jude quote the OT, allude to it less clearly, 
or echo it more subtly? 
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                   Understanding the Big Story 
 

September 25, 2019 





 
                   Understanding the Basic Steps 
                   of Bible Study  
 2. Aspects of Inductive Bible Study 

§  Preliminary tips 
§  Set aside a time when you will be less likely to be interrupted.  

§  Pray for guidance and receptivity. 

§  Choose a passage for study based on its contextual flow 

§  Don’t study merely to confirm what you already think.  

§  Take notes and mark your Bible.  

§  Ask questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? 

§  Use a study Bible and/or basic Bible study tools to help answer 
your questions.  
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                   Understanding the Basic Steps 
                   of Bible Study  
 2. Aspects of Inductive Bible Study 

§  Observation: What does it say? 
§  Your comments on the basic facts and features of the passage 

§  Interpretation: What does it mean? 
§  Your questions that arise from observing the passage 

§  Correlation: How does it fit into the whole Bible? 
§  Related passages (parallels) that come to your mind 

§  Application: What does it mean to me?  
§  Specific responses you need to make to the passage’s teaching  
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                   Understanding the Basic Steps 
                   of Bible Study  
 

3. Case Study: Jude 1-4 
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Verse 

 
Observations 

 
Interpretive 
Questions 

 
Correlation 

 
Application 



ESV Study Bible, p. 2449  



NIV Zondervan Study Bible,  
p. 2577 



NLT Study Bible, p. 2331 



 
                   Understanding the Big Story 
 
4. So What? How does all this impact us? 
 Information    Transformation          Action 

Accurate knowledge        Wise values               Missional Lifestyle 
 
§  We are richly blessed to have the Bible in our language, along with the 

freedom and opportunity to study and teach it.  
§  Are we faithful stewards of this blessing? 

§  Jude saw his church’s situation in continuity with Israel’s history as the 
ongoing one people of God.  
§  Do we read the OT like Jude did? 

§  Jude speaks frankly and clearly about dangerous teaching and its 
judgment.  
§  Are we following Jude’s example? 
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          Next Steps with the Bible 
 

Luke 24 

27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. . . . 32 They asked 
each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he . . . opened the 
Scriptures to us?” . . . 

44 He said to them, “. . . Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law 
of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, 
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer 
and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 
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James Tissot (1836-1902) 


