Next Steps with the Bible

Going Deeper and Growing Stronger

Week 5: Understanding the NT Letters
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For my thoughts,

are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways,
declares the Lord.

For as the heavens are
higher than the earth,
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than your ways and

my thoughts than your thoughts. .
”/‘l/ 565.28-9
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Understanding the NT Letters

1. Review of Week 4

= Observation
= Interpretation,
= Correlation
= Application
= Apply this to Jude 3-4
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Understanding the Basic Steps
of Bible Study

3. Case Study: Jude 3-4

Verse | Observations | Interpretive Correlation Application

Questions

C chopel
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Jude 1-4 NIV

Jude,
a servant of Jesus Christ|
and a brother of James,
to those who have been called,
who are loved by God the Father
and kept by Jesus Christ:
Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.
Dear friends,
although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share,
I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith
was once for all entrusted to the saints.
For certain men ... have secretly slipped in among you.
«s » Whose condemnation was written about long ago ...
They are godless men,
who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality
and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.




Understanding the NT Letters

2. Examples of ancient letters
= Numerous everyday letters (papyri) from Egypt.
= New Testament Letters
= Acts 9:2; 15:23-29; 23:26-30
= Paul (13 letters)
= Peter (2 letters)
= James
= John (2 letters by “the elder”)
= Jude

= Hebrews, 1 John, and the “letters” to the seven
churches (Rev 2-3) are not really letters.
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P. Oxy. 59.3988., 2nd century CE

Bnoapiwv ‘lepakiwv 1@ adeA

- TTAEIOTA XAipEIV. TTPO YEV TTAV
-Twv e0xopai o€ vylaivelv. eVOE
-WG TTAPAYEVAUEVOG €V AAeEav
-Opeia TTPOG TOV OUaAEPIOV ATTAA
-Ba Kai Aéyouaoi Yol oAPEPOV
auUTOV £KOEONUNKEVAI EAD

-Bav TO ETMIOTOAIOV WG IVa AUTW
TTEUWPWOTI €ig] TAV Xwpav. TO
Aoitrov yv[wa]n Tap’ autol. o
-rracal Atra[ . ] kai | . av Kai
AI6dWPOV Kai TOUG €V OIKW TTAVTAG.
Kai TG TToINTA avadédwKa
[...... Ir.[...]Kc. vac.

Kl TTEPI OV XpEiav EXEIC

ypawov ufol]. ToU 2epAatmdog
B€AoVTO[C] KOUWWGS EaXOV

Kai TO TTpo[oKk]uvnud cou £TToi
-Noa, WS EITTOV, Kai TTAVTWV.
Eppwaoov




Understanding the NT Letters

. Characteristics of ancient letters
» “Ad hoc”: Situational/occasional

= Prose language with occasional sections that are poetic,
prophetic, etc.

= Logical flow: propositional linear argument containing
instruction and exhortation.

The chunks are typically presented as paragraphs in
English translations.

The NT letters contain direct teaching for the Church.
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Understanding the NT Letters

4. Conventional Structure: how were letters
written?
= Opening
= Author, Recipients, Greeting

Preliminaries
= Personal comments, well wishes, prayer

= Body

= Opening, middle, closing are sometimes noticeable
Closing (P.S. . . ., additional greetings, benediction)
= How does Jude match up to this typical structure?
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Understanding the NT Letters

4. Conventional Structure: how were letters
written?

How does Jude match up to this typical structure?

Opening:

Preliminaries:

Body:

Closing:
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Jude 1-4 NIV

Jude,
a servant of Jesus Christ|
and a brother of James,
to those who have been called,
who are loved by God the Father
and kept by Jesus Christ:
Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.
Dear friends,
although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share,
I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for the faith
was once for all entrusted to the saints.
For certain men ... have secretly slipped in among you.
s - Whose condemnation was written about long ago ...
They are godless men,
who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality
and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.




Understanding the NT Letters

. How does the argument of Jude develop?
* Find the body of the letter . . .

Read it through it several times . . .

Take note of the logical flow of thought . . .

Note the paragraph divisions as indicators of the main
ideas . . .

Pay attention to the conjunctions . . .
= and, also, as, but, yet, if, because, for, although, etc.
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Understanding the NT Letters
Jude Paragraph by Paragraph

1-2 1-2 1-2
[ 34 [ 34 3-4
5-6 5-7 [ 5-7
8-10 8-13 8-11
1 11 N - 12-13
12-13 14-15
14-16 14-16 16
M 17-19 ~17-23 - 17-19
J 20-21 l J 20-21
22-23 22-23
- 24-25 - 24-25  24-25
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=g Understanding the NT Letters

4. So What? How does all this impact us?
Information Transformation Action

—>

Accurate knowledge Wise values Missional Lifestyle

= We are richly blessed to have the Bible in our language, along with the
freedom and opportunity to study and teach it.

= Are we faithful stewards of this blessing?

= Jude saw his church’ s situation in continuity with Israel’ s history as the
ongoing one people of God.

= Do we read the OT like Jude did?

= Jude speaks frankly and clearly about dangerous teaching and its
judgment.

= Are we following Jude’ s example?
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Luke 24

27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself. . . . 32 They asked
each other, “Were not our hearts burning
within us while he . . . opened the
Scriptures to us?” ...

44 He said to them, “. . . Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law
of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

4> Then he opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures. %6 He told them,
“This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day, 4 and
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these
things.
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James Tissot (1836-1902)
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